
Homemade Coffin Construction Requirements 

Homemade coffins are perfectly acceptable however they must conform to the following 

specification: 

 The full name of the deceased MUST be placed on the top and front of the coffin. This may 

be of a design of your choosing but must be clearly legible to the Chapel Attendant on duty 

before the coffin enters the chapel for the service, this is to verify identity. 

 The coffin MUST conform to the Secretary of State’s Process Guidance Note PG 5/2 (12) 

Section 5 Control Techniques – Paragraph 5.20 relates to coffin materials( please follow  

the following link for additional reference and guidance): 

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20141106094257/http://www.defra.go

v.uk/industrial-emissions/files/04092012-pg-502.pdf             

 

Paragraph 5.20 in summary reads:  The range of materials used for a coffin or casket 

construction now includes cardboard, wickerwork, (made from willow) as well as wood 

composite board and solid wood. Shrouds can also be used but must use natural fibres 

such as cotton, linen or wool. 

 

Materials to be avoided in coffin or casket construction, furnishings and body preparation 

/ embalming include: 

 halogenates, metals ( except steel screws and staples), wax and more than a thin layer of 

water based lacquer on wood. PVC and melamine should not be used in coffin construction 

or furnishings; cardboard coffins should not contain chlorine in the wet strength agent ( 

e.g. not using polyamidoamine – epichlorhydrin based resin ( PAA-E): 

 

Packaging for stillbirth, neonatal and foetal remains should not include any chlorinated 

plastics: 

 

Coffins containing lead or zinc should not be cremated; 

 

 Confirm to our maximum coffin sizes for our cremators and be no larger. Max size 7ft X 38” 

 Be of a sturdy design with a hard inflexible smooth bottom to the coffin with no ridges. It 

must be able to be safely charged into the cremator remaining intact. 

 The bottom must be fixed securely to the coffin so that it can be moved from the chapel 

into the adjoining Crematory and into a cremator. Various biers will be used to transfer the 

coffin between processes. 

 The deceased MUST be safely and wholly contained within the coffin with edging all around 

and the lid firmly secured. 

 The coffin must be lined to ensure no fluids can leak from the coffin. If unsure body bags 

can generally be obtained from a Funeral Director and used to make the coffin safe.  

If in any doubt , please contact the Chanterlands Crematorium              
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